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Is theatre for children and families reflective of the society we live in today?
This research project would suit an MA student looking for a placement, who can commit 1-2 days per week. Applications from non-MA students will also be considered.
Purpose of the research

Big Imaginations, working with the Spark Arts, Polka, Half Moon and Theatre Hullabaloo on behalf of TYA England are looking to commission a research project which examines for children and young people. 
The research will be used as a baseline understanding for the sector, to inform future commissions and programming across the network and the Big Imaginations festival of diversity in 2017.

Research outcomes

The research project will:
· Discuss what diversity means to organisations in the sector such as Mashi Theatre, Polka Theatre, Unicorn, Little Angel, The Spark Arts.
· Provide an outline of what diverse work is currently being produced, toured and funded in the UK.
· Examine the organisations in the sector which are diverse in their make-up.
· Examine any differences between the North West landscape and the rest of the UK. 
· Map existing work from TYA venues and organisations to identify gaps and opportunities.
· Make ongoing recommendations for how the sector can become more diverse.

· Results from the research will be gathered and presented in a final report to be produced with guidance from the Big Imaginations team.
Research Methods

We would ask the successful applicant to submit a plan of how they would carry out the research and what resources would be required. Support from Big Imaginations will also be provided.

Deadlines and how to apply
To apply, please submit a CV and a covering letter of no more than 1 side of A4 outlining how you would approach the project.

Deadline: 28 October 2016

Start Date: Ideally October, but could extend to November to suit academic commitments
End date: March 2017
If you would like to discuss the research project please contact Laura Stevens on 0161 232 6089 or email laura@z-arts.org
About Big Imaginations

Big Imaginations is network of 16 venues across the North West dedicated to making children’s theatre bigger, better and more affordable.

We aim to bring high quality children and family theatre to unusual venues, venues in areas of low engagement, making high quality work more accessible to a wider audience. 

As a network of 16 venues, we have become increasingly aware of the lack of diversity across the Children and Family Theatre work available. We want to ensure we show a commitment to diversity in our commissions, open meetings and our festival. In commissioning work for this age range, it highlighted the lack of high quality diverse work and also the diverse cast available.

